A system of objective measures for patient function as related to quality of life

Team members: Maja Middleton, Kayla Ericson, Kristin Riching, Kate Davis

Date: 2/11/04 – 2/17/04
Problem Statement: Design a system or tool to measure the quality of life for a patient suffering from movement disorders.  The system/device must provide evidence  that the quality of life has improved post surgery so that insurance companies will continue to fund deep-brain stimulus rehabilitation.
· Restatement of Team Goals: Have our research done so that we have a better understanding of what our project is. From here we can begin to brainstorm device ideas and delve into more specific research.  Long term we will be able to attend clinics and interview patients for a clear definition of what we are working with.
· Individual Goals 
Maja: read assigned paper and write up a short summary
Kayla: read assigned paper and write up a short summary
Kristin: read assigned paper and write up a short summary
Kate: read assigned paper and write up a short summary
· Summary of Accomplishments: We met with Dr. Montgomery on Monday morning because he didn’t have any patients scheduled for clinic.  It was a productive 
· Statement of Team Goals : Come to a clinic that Dr. Montgomery has patients so that we can meet with them and ask them our questions for the project.  We also need to gain more insight in to the symptoms and treatments of the movement disorders (Parkinson’s, Huntington’s, tremor, multiple sclerosis).  Also, we need to brainstorm different ways of measuring the quality of life with only one degree of separation.
· Project Schedule: Next week we hope to attend a clinic and meet with patients. We also need to do some cognitive work on our project and decide what the best plan of attack for a prototype is.  Then the following couple of weeks we can narrowly define so ideas for a prototype and work on our mid-semester project.  After the presentation we will continue with some more specific research and interviews and decide upon a final design and being to work on our prototype.
· Difficulties: It is hard to figure out what we need to design when we haven’t been able to attend a clinic yet.  We went to the hospital but unfortunately there were no patients scheduled.  We have also realized the difficulty in trying to decide what method of measurement will be the best for this project.
· Activities 
We met with Dr. Montgomery on Monday 2/16/04 morning for and hour and a half.  Here he and the team discussed the various routes of measurement and what the best ideas were.  We also obtained some articles that need to be read over. 

Maja: read article and summarized for portions relevant to our project


Kayla: read article and summarized for portions relevant to our project


Kate: read article and summarized for portions relevant to our project


Kristin: read article and summarized for portions relevant to our project
