A system of objective measures for patient function as related to quality of life

Team members: Maja Middleton, Kayla Ericson, Kristin Riching, Kate Davis

Date: 1/27/04 – 2/3/04
Problem Statement: Design a system or tool to measure the quality of life for a patient suffering from movement disorders.  The system/device must provide evidence  that the quality of life has improved post surgery so that insurance companies will continue to fund deep-brain stimulus rehabilitation.
· Restatement of Team Goals: Research individually different aspects of the project.  We also are all going to have our paperwork and TB test results ready for the volunteer orientation on 2/9/04.  Attending this orientation will allow us to attend the clinics and surgeries for Dr. Montgomery’s patients. 

· Individual Goals 
Maja: research movement disorders
Kayla: research insurance companies and quality of life
Kristin: previous methods of observation
Kate: movement disorders 

· Summary of Accomplishments: We have everything lined up so that we will be able to attend clinics.  We have also spoken with therapists and they are willing to meet with us.  Divided up research topics.
· Statement of Team Goals : Have our research done so that we have a better understanding of what our project is. From here we can begin to brainstorm device ideas and delve into more specific research.  Long term we will be able to attend clinics and interview patients for a clear definition of what we are working with.
· Project Schedule: Within two weeks we hope to be able to attend the clinics and meet with patients.  Then the following couple of weeks we can narrowly define so ideas for a prototype and work on our mid-semester project.  After the presentation we will continue with some more specific research and interviews and decide upon a final design and being to work on our prototype.
· Difficulties: It is hard to figure out what we need to design when we haven’t been able to attend a clinic yet.  We won’t be able to do that until the 2/10/04 at the very earliest and that leaves us with less than a month to come up with designs.  There is also more face to face research that needs to be done and organizing schedule with students, physicians, therapists, and patients is difficult.

· Activities 
At our last class meeting we divided up the research and made our appointments so that everything is set for our orientation. By the next class meeting, everyone will have their research done and we can begin to brainstorm.  TB tests will also be done this week. 
