A system of objective measures for patient function as related to quality of life

Team members: Maja Middleton, Kayla Ericson, Kristin Riching, Kate Davis

Date: 2/4/04 – 2/10/04
Problem Statement: Design a system or tool to measure the quality of life for a patient suffering from movement disorders.  The system/device must provide evidence  that the quality of life has improved post surgery so that insurance companies will continue to fund deep-brain stimulus rehabilitation.
· Restatement of Team Goals: Combine all of our research and see what gaps we need to fill in with more research.  Attend our orientation for hospital volunteering so that we can attend the clinic as soon as possible.
· Individual Goals 
Continue any research that we decided to be incomplete. 

· Summary of Accomplishments: We attended the orientation at the hospital.  We also finished our research and decided to focus our research on Parkinson’s, Huntington’s, and tremors; however these may change once we have spoken with Dr. Montgomery.  

· Statement of Team Goals: Attend the clinic next week so that patient research can begin and allow us to have a better grasp on what our project is.  We also realized from team research done that we need to come up with our own definition of quality of life that will fit into both Dr. Montgomery’s ideas and also fit the insurance companies’ ideas.  Everything that we found varied and we need to have one definite plan for us to work off of.  We would also like to meet with one of the therapists that we spoke with as soon as possible so that we have a better idea of what a difference the surgeries make.
· Project Schedule: Within one week we hope to be able to attend the clinics and meet with patients.  Then the following couple of weeks we can narrowly define so ideas for a prototype and work on our mid-semester project.  After the presentation we will continue with some more specific research and interviews and decide upon a final design and being to work on our prototype.

· Difficulties: It is hard to figure out what we need to design when we haven’t been able to attend a clinic yet.  We won’t be able to do that until the 2/16/04 at the very earliest and that leaves us with less than a month to come up with designs.  There is also more face to face research that needs to be done and organizing schedule with students, physicians, therapists, and patients is difficult.

· Activities 
We attended the clinic on Monday 2/9/04 and at that time we discussed some further ideas about the project.  Individual research has been finished up and we need to meet with Dr. Montgomery to check our progress with his needs and time frame.
