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Last Week’s Goals

· Make calls to various companies to get a sense of the prices of existing positioning devices.
· We will also make inquiries into the prices of components necessary to construct our own positioning platform.
· With a sense of pricing and budget, we will attempt to determine whether we can focus our efforts on a user interface for the positioning device or whether we’ll have to spend some of our time designing a platform.
Summary of Accomplishments

· We now know that our budget will be about $1,000, with the possibility of an extension to $5,000 should we come up with an extremely sound design which meets specification.
· After contacting companies who supply pre-built stages mechanized to move in the x-y plane, we found the most inexpensive models that fit our precision needs and weight range will run around $5,000 and up.  This would be without any user friendly interface and probably without tilt or rotation, so our total would run well over our projected budget.
· This means we won’t be able to jump directly to designing a user interface.  
· The search was helpful, however, as there are pictures and engineering schematics of many of the commercially available stages which should expedite the process of designing our own.
· Individually, we’ve started to do some research on electronic and mechanized joystick systems, so we can better decide whether we will have any electrical components in our system.
This Week’s Goals

· Look into automotive mechanics suppliers for positioners that might be less expensive than industrial ones.
· Assuming that it is unlikely to find a prebuilt stage within our price range, we should decide on a platform design that we could reasonably build to meet our needs.
· Attempt to come up with a few preliminary designs for a user interface, both electronic and mechanical in nature.
· If we cannot seem to find a commercially available stage, we may have to divide the team into two subgroups, one to focus on platform design and the other to focus on user interface.
Project Difficulties

· none

Activities

· 9/19/08 Team Met with Prof. Yen to discuss our initial search into industrial positioners.  He suggested that we look into automotive suppliers to find less expensive platforms to fit our needs.
~1 hour
· 9/19/08-9/25/08 Team Individually contacted various distributors of commercial positioning systems to obtain some price quotes.  
~2-3 hours/person
· 9/19/08-9/25/08 Team Individually researched joystick control systems, both electronic and purely mechanical.
~2-3 hours/person
Project Schedule

	Preliminary Project Schedule

	Dates
	Activities

	Sept. 19-25
	Assess our monetary situation and choose what materials we can buy pre-assembled and what materials we’ll have to fabricate for a platform

	Sept. 26- Oct. 2
	Decide upon a user interface style (e.g. joystick, buttons, screws, etc.), and whether that interface will be electronic or mechanical.  Research prices for necessary components.

	Oct. 3 –10
	Decide on team roles for device fabrication (platform vs. user interface), and finalize designs for each aspect of the device.

	Oct. 10-17
	Order necessary parts and begin fabrication.


Expenses

· None
