Progress Report

Title:  Inhalation System for Animal Infection

Names:  Stacey Hoebel, Maja Middleton, Nick Anders, Jeff Swift, Austin Ramme, Kayla Ericson.

Client:  Adel M. Talaat

Date:  10/28/03 – 11/4/03


Problem Statement:  To build a safe system for infecting small animals that range in size from 40-50 gm up to 1 kg (e.g., for infecting mice, rats and rabbits). The system should have built in all the necessary safety measures to prevent the escape of infectious materials (especially those of Biological Safety Level 3) from the infection chamber to the surrounding environment.
Restatement of Team Goals:  Research materials for the production of the inhalation system.  Each group member will also develop a method for fastening the top of the inhalation chamber.
Summary of Accomplishments:  After meeting with Orrie, a machine shop manager, we have a better idea of a cost effective design for the inhalation system.  This design incorporates the use of a common household stockpot, gaskets, toggle clamps, and hoses. 
Statement of Team Goals:  During the course of the week, each group member will search the internet for a stockpot and other materials needed for the inhalation chamber.  We will also have a team meeting during the week of November 2 to discuss our findings and meet with Orrie.
Project Schedule: Meet with Orrie Nov. 3 and have the final design chosen and materials purchased by Nov. 5.  Begin building inhalation system upon receiving materials.

Difficulties:  After realizing that Plexiglas would not be the ideal material in terms of price, our group has had to rethink our strategies for solving the problem.  The main difficulty we are facing is finding materials that can be applied to our problem for a reasonable price. 
Activities:   Clarifying the final design, meeting with tool crib management, researching materials.   
