
Rating for Severity of Failure 
 
Rating   Severity Description
 
1 The effect is not noticed by customer 

2 Very slight effect noticed by customer, does not annoy or 
inconvenience customer 

3 Slight effect that causes customer annoyance, but they do not seek 
service 

4 Slight effect, customer may return product for service 

5 Moderate effect, customer requires immediate service 

6 Significant effect, causes customer dissatisfaction; may violate 
regulation or design code 

7 Major effect, system may not be operable; elicits customer 
complaint; may cause injury 

8 Extreme effect, system is inoperable and a safety problem.  May 
cause severe injury. 

9 Critical effect, complete system shutdown; safety risk 

10 Hazardous; failure occurs without warning; life threatening 

 

Rating for Occurrence of Failure 

 

Rating Approximate Probability of Failure  Description of Occurrence

  1 ≤ 1 x 10-5  Extremely remote 

  2 1 x 10-5  Remote, very unlikely 

  3 1 x 10-5  Very slight chance of occurrence 

  4 4 x 10-4  Slight chance of occurrence 

  5 2 x 10-3  Occasional occurrence 

  6 1 x 10-2  Moderate occurrence   

  7 4 x 10-2  Frequent occurrence   

  8    0.20  High occurrence   

  9    0.33  Very high occurrence   

10  ≥ 0.50  Extremely high occurrence 



Rating for Detection of Failure 

 

Rating Description of Detection

  1  Almost certain to detect 

  2  Very high chance of detection 

  3  High chance of detection 

  4  Moderately high chance of detection 

  5  Medium chance of detection 

  6  Low chance of detection 

  7  Slight chance of detection 

  8  Remote chance of detection 

  9  Very remote chance of detection 

10  No chance of detection; no inspection 


